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UM publishes NCAA appeal, addresses 4 decisions

LANA FERGUSON

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Ole Miss is back on
defense, waiting for the
NCAA to respond.
The university published
its appeal of the recent
NCAA Committee on Infractions decision on the
school’s website Wednesday
for public viewing.

This 43-page appeal was
filed Feb. 5 after the university filed its intent to appeal
back in December.
The appeal asks that the
2018 postseason ban for the
football program be vacated,
the three-year limitation on
unofficial visits by prospective
football student-athletes be
lifted, the lack of institutional control from 2010 to 2015
charge be vacated, and cited

that the COI finding Rebel
Rags gave free merchandise to
prospective athletes and their
families or acquaintances was
contrary to evidence and not
fully investigated.
The major cause for the appeal was the 2018 postseason
ban. This ban was in addition
to the 2017 bowl ban the university self-imposed. Both
Chancellor Jeffrey Vitter and
Athletics Director Ross Bjork

said in the press conference
Dec. 1 when the ruling was
announced that the NCAA’s
additional postseason ban
was excessive and did not
account for the actions the
university had already taken
to address the issues.
The university is not backing
down from the NCAA and has
built a large team of lawyers.
It hired Mississippi-based law
firm Butler Snow; Lightfoot,

Franklin & White; and Bond,
Schoeneck & King for the appeal and other legal services.
A representative from Barrett
Law Group also joined the
university’s legal team.
The university should receive
a response within 30 days.

SEE THEDMONLINE
FOR THE FULL APPEAL

Locals attend Ash Wednesday Fraternities create
new requirements
for all members
BLAKE ALSUP
MADDIE MCGEE
NEWS EDITORS

TOP: Olivia Catherine Loper is
held by her mother, Cole, as
they receive ashes. The ashes
are christened with holy water
and are scented by exposure
to incense. The university and
Oxford host multiple services
annually in celebration of the
holiday.
BOTTOM: Amy Farmer receives
ashes on Wednesday. Ash
Wednesday marks the
beginning of Lent, one of the
most important periods in
Christianity. Priests remind
people of the Bible phrase,
“From dust you come and to
dust you will return.”
PHOTOS BY: BILLY SCHUERMAN
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The Interfraternity Council
voted to require each of its
members to attend educational sessions about sexual
assault, hazing, substance
abuse and available resources on campus every year they
are a part of the organization.
In the past, most of the educational forms were mainly
for new members.
Bennett Wilfong, IFC president, said the idea for reform
came as a response to national events that have put Greek
life in a negative spotlight.
“(We) discovered some
areas we should prioritize
to continue creating a safe
and welcoming environment
for all members of the
community,” he said.
Wilfong said that members
of all 14 IFC fraternities have
been notified of the new programming and are on board
with the seminars.
“Overall, members of the
IFC community seem to recognize the need and importance of the educational sessions,” he said.
Wilfong said the IFC voted
to “specify the duration of
the seminars and the date
that the seminars should be
completed by.”
Each fraternity will largely
get to dictate when each seminar will take place, but chapters that do not comply will
be subject to losing events
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and other sanctions.
Wilfong said the IFC is eager
to continue working to develop
plans to further enhance the
Ole Miss community.
“Another initiative that
we have implemented aims
to increase accountability
among
chapters
by
creating action plans for
our
individual
chapters
conjunctively,” he said.
Kappa Alpha Order President Wesley Rule said the
chapter presidents decided to
implement the education sessions to reaffirm “the importance of providing and promoting a safe and welcoming
atmosphere for everyone.”
Sigma Nu President Luke
Little said measures have
already been in place to make
sure that students joining
fraternities or sororities are
educated on the topics the IFC
addressed, but the new changes
will continue that education.
“To my knowledge, any
individual
that
desires
to participate in formal
recruitment is required to
attend educational sessions
about the topics addressed
in the letter before the
recruitment process begins,”
Little said. “Our additions
will require our active
members to refresh that
knowledge every year.”
Brandi Hephner LaBanc,
vice chancellor for student
affairs, said she is happy with
the leadership the IFC has

SEE FRATERNITIES PAGE 3
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To the Ole Miss Community,
We, the presidents of IFC, recognize the challenges facing the Greek
communities nationwide. We write to you today about our resolve to improve our
community. We are certain that efforts should be extended to promote the safety
of our members and all others in our wider community.
Our priority is for our members to have the knowledge and resources to
establish a safe and welcoming atmosphere for all. We have decided to require
that members of our fraternities annually attend educational sessions about
sexual assault, hazing, substance abuse, and available resources on campus.
We each reaffirm our commitment to continue enhancing the quality of our
community, and we look forward to working with members of our community in
pursuit of a model Greek system.
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continued from page 1
shown.
“I am proud of their efforts
and initiative to take a look
at their community and try
to implement some effective
change and manage some
challenging
issues
that
we’re faced with,” Hephner
LaBanc said.
Hephner LaBanc said
various schools within the
SEC have been working
together
and
talking
about initiatives on their
respective campuses and
the direction SEC schools
should be going to improve
student life.
She added that the IFC
here is exercising leadership
that other SEC schools can
learn from.
“We’re having a lot of
conversations about taking
action as the SEC and what
we can all do to create a
healthier, safer community
that’s focused on the wellbeing of our students,”
Hephner LaBanc said.

IFC President Bennett Wilfong

PHOTO COURTESY: INTERFRATERNITY COUNCIL

Vice Chancellor for Student Affairs Brandi Hephner LaBanc

FILE PHOTO

Monday
through
Friday
5 pm
Channel
99
The 30-minute
show is the
ONLY LOCAL
television newscast
generating news
directly to and for
Ole Miss, Oxford,
and Lafayette
County.

34254
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Square restaurant’s drink menu stirs up controversy
MAGGIE CROUCH
ANN MARIE EDLIN
VICTORIA HOSEY
CONTRIBUTORS

There has been a firestorm
of debate in the Oxford
community this week after
a cocktail menu at Saint
Leo Restaurant, originally
intended as a celebration
of Black History Month,
received
widespread
backlash on social media.
Designed by Saint Leo’s
head bartender, Joseph
Stinchcomb, the specialty
drinks were available for
less than two weeks before
the
restaurant
stopped
serving them entirely.
The menu, which featured
drinks with names like
“Blood on the Leaves” and
“(I’m Not Your) Negroni,”
almost immediately sparked
a debate as to whether the
names were merely a form
of artistic expression or a
blatant act of disrespect
toward African-American
culture and history.
On Feb. 11, Saint Leo
released
an
official
statement and apology via
its Facebook page regarding
the menu, stating that it was
not intended to “demean,
trivialize, upset or offend.”
Stinchcomb wrote in the
statement that the menu he had
spent “a better part of a year”
researching was not meant to
offend but, rather, to create a
dialogue about the cultural and
historical significance behind
the cocktails.
However, some Saint
Leo customers did not
appreciate
what
they
believed to be references

to acts of violence toward
the black community. For
example, “Blood on the
Leaves” is an allusion to
‘Strange Fruit,’ a song
originally recorded in 1939
by Billie Holiday, whose
lyrics in the song directly
reference the topic of
lynching.
“It was intended to start a
conversation,” Stinchcomb
said in the statement. “…
Bartending has a deep and
rich history that dates back
hundreds of years and

‘

Many other Oxford citizens,
such as Colleen Thorndike,
were in agreement.
“The intentions here seem
good, but the impact and
the execution of it faltered,”
Thorndike said in another
Facebook reply. “I can’t
imagine ordering a drink
using a phrase from a song
about lynching, and I can’t
understand why anyone
would think that was a
suitable name for a drink. Is
it important to acknowledge
and discuss the horrors of

with the emotions that come
along with our past.”
A closed forum, led by
Joseph Stinchcomb, was
held Monday night for
members of the community
to express their concerns
and gain insight into the
design of the cocktail menu.
Southern
Foodways
Alliance
Project
Coordinator Afton Thomas
argued that though she
knows it may be hard to
understand the intentions
of the menu without proper

He didn’t slap a provocative name on a rum and
coke; he is well-studied and serious about his
craft. That should be acknowledged.”
- Afton Thomas, Southern Foodways Alliance
Project Coordinator

used thousands of black
bartenders. I wanted to
honor their hard work and
sacrifice by making sure
they are not forgotten.”
One Oxford resident,
Regina Pitts, commented
that she believed more care
could have been taken in
the presentation of the new
drink selections.
“If you’re going to market
‘something new’, you better
warn people first or at the
very least have a disclaimer,”
Pitts responded on Saint
Leo’s Facebook post. “I’m
all for history lessons, but
tell me first that there’s a
lesson to be learned, or like
many others, I’ll be forced
to jump to conclusions.”

lynching? Of course. Is it
appropriate for a cocktail
menu? I don’t think so.”
Stinchcomb responded to
the critics by backing up his
creation of the menu and
writing that he did, in fact,
understand the cultural
significance of the names
and events.
“The naming of these
beverages
was
never
intended to be perverse or
to insensitively trivialize
the
black
experience
past, present, or future,”
Stinchcomb continued in
his Facebook statement. “I
believe the only way that
we can grow and move past
this is by talking about our
shared past and dealing

context
or
explanation
from Stinchcomb, she still
believes it was made to be
purely artistic and with the
utmost respect for members
of the black community.
“I admire this young man,
who is sadly, but a true
statement, in a rare position
— a black bar manager on
the Square, who thought
enough of his history and
platform to create this
menu,” Thomas said. “He
didn’t slap a provocative
name on a rum and coke; he
is well-studied and serious
about his craft. That should
be acknowledged.”
Emily Blount, the owner
of Saint Leo, expressed her
remorse in handling the

situation in a post on the
restaurant’s Facebook page
and said she realized how it
may easily have been taken
out of context.
“I must offer that I also
fully recognize my own
shortsightedness
as
the
restaurant owner in the way
this important information
was initially presented,”
Blount wrote. “The failure was
ours in not providing the full
context and intent with which
this menu was created.”
Oxford resident Anne
Scott Barret said she first
came across the menu in
early February after seeing
it posted on St. Leo’s
Facebook page.
“I’m in awe at how this one
person, this one restaurant,
managed to create dialogue.
... That really made our
community think about
the black experience and
how we relate and how we
sometimes don’t relate. It’s
powerful stuff,” Barrett said.
She said the menu lacked
the necessary context for
the topics it dealt with.
“I think the lesson
we
learned
from
the
conversations I’ve read
from members of the
restaurant
community,
other artists and members
of both the black and white
communities of Oxford is
that context really does
matter when presenting
anything that could be
potentially
hurtful
or
confusing to our friends and
neighbors,” Barrett said.

NBA financial coach talks budgeting with students
KIARA MANNING
STAFF WRITER

On Thursday, the university will host a financial
education event featuring
nationally known financial
literacy coach Eric Smith.
In the past, Smith has
helped
NBA
athletes
learn how to handle their
finances. All students are
invited to attend the event
in Lamar Hall from 4 to 5
p.m. to learn how to set a
budget, save for the future
and manage credit.
This is Ole Miss’s third
year
partnering
with
Regions Bank for their
program
dedicated
to
financial education.
“We come to campus two

to three times a year and
offer financial education
in a variety of interactive
formats,” said Candie Simmons, senior vice president
and regional marketing director for Regions. “In addition to speakers like Eric, we
also conduct ‘reality fairs’
from time to time in which
students can see how financial decisions, both large
and small, have far reaching
consequences and benefits.”
Smith is known for
his engaging style, and
through techniques such
as the “money game”
series, he demonstrates
how learning the basics of
money management early
in life can help students
make the right financial
decisions
to
succeed.

Simmons described him as
enthusiastic and having the
“wow factor.”
Simmons said that Regions is committed to providing no-cost, high-impact
financial education for people throughout the communities it serves.
During her time at
Regions, Simmons said
the company has seen
many
typical
mistakes
from students in the past
and believes that after this
event, students will have
newfound knowledge about
managing their finances.
“One of the most common
mistakes we see is students
thinking of a student loan
as free money without
considering they’ll have to
pay it off later,” she said.

“In addition, we sometimes
see students using their
debit card excessively, not
realizing they actually have
to have money in the bank
and they need to keep up
with balance.”
Jeremy King, vice president of corporate communications at Regions, said he
has seen how the program
can benefit students. He
said he believes that even
with a modest budget, there
are simple ways for people
to build their savings.
“The time to start saving
is now,” King said. “The
time to manage your spending is now. Don’t assume
it’s something you can put
off. This is an opportunity
to learn simple, practical
ways to do both.”

Students have praised the
program for giving them
the tools to be financially
prepared for the future and
set them up to be financially sound. Simmons said
many adults have admitted
they wish the opportunity to learn about finances
would have been available
for them while in school.
“If you can learn at an
early age how to manage
spending, save for the future and handle credit and
debit appropriately, that
can set you up for having
the things you desire long
term, such as a house, a car
or even your dream job,”
Simmons said.

LIFESTYLES

y
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PODCASTS of the week
ETHEL MWEDZIWENDIRA
DESIGN EDITOR

No matter how much you agree or disagree with the following, there is a podcast for everyone. From ones that focus on business and technology to those that
focus on music and pop culture, every listener can find a favorite out of the following podcasts.

EAR HUSTLE

GENERATION GAP WITH JOSH ACCARDO AND MAUREEN VAN ZANDT

Produced inside San Quentin State Prison in
California, “Ear Hustle” gives listeners an insider’s view of prison life through stories told
and packaged by two prisoners and a volunteer. Co-hosted by inmate Earlonne Woods,
who is serving 31 years to life for attempted
second-degree robbery and sound designer
Antwan Williams who is serving 15 years for
armed robbery with a gun enhancement,
PHOTO COURTESY: ITUNES.COM
the podcast depicts what it’s like living within
the American prison system and includes discussions of problems regarding race, gender and violence that prisoners may face on a day-to-day
basis. In many ways, “Ear Hustle” serves as a way to break the “Hollywood
notion” of what prison is like. Woods, Williams and volunteer Nigel Poor
discuss subjects such as prison fashion, married inmates and inmates with
pets. In a recent episode titled “The Boom Boom Room,” inmates discuss
how difficult it is to maintain a strong relationship while incarcerated.

There are not many podcasts that draw me in
within the first 30 seconds, but “Generation
Gap” did. Hosted by Josh Accardo and Maureen
Van Zandt, “Generation Gap” is a combination of
pop culture discussions punctuated with hilarious
commentary. Even the tribute episode to Tom
Petty shows that this podcast is one that provides
entertainment throughout, though the episodes
are a bit lengthy. Accardo and Van Zandt have
PHOTO COURTESY: ITUNES.COM
discussed serious topics on the show – such as
Aziz Ansari being accused of sexual assault and Mo’Nique calling for a boycott of Netflix – but they’ve also discussed lighter topics, such as their favorite
TV shows and movies of 2017. Each episode is roughly an hour, and though
it takes a while for the hosts to get into a topic, their commentary and banter
make the podcast enjoyable. “Generation Gap” is relevant and much-needed,
and for listeners like me, it makes the ride home enjoyable.

BIDEN BRIEFING

RECODE DECODE

Former Vice President Joe Biden is back, but
this time, it’s in podcast form. Not too long
ago, Biden launched a daily podcast in which
he discusses news that’s captivating the
nation. Each episode ranges from three to
15 minutes and includes an array of thoughts
and opinions. “Biden’s Briefing” is produced
by Ground Control and is read by its actors,
though Biden has promised to occasionally
PHOTO COURTESY: ITUNES.COM
make an appearance on the show. Previous
episodes have included information about
the recent spike in mass shootings, the biggest threats to China’s economy
and the relationship between North and South Korea. The podcast runs on
weekdays and sources information from MSNBC, Slate, Vice and Buzzfeed,
among others.

“Recode Decode” is hosted by Kara Swisher,
who is considered one of the most prominent
tech journalists out there. The podcast revolves
around the tech industry, and as Swisher says in
the introduction, it focuses on how the industry
is constantly changing. Each week she hosts interviews with influential business leaders who are
not only in tech but are also involved in politics
and business. Swisher recently interviewed the
PHOTO COURTESY: ITUNES.COM CEO of Youtube, Susan Wojcicki, and focused
the discussion on the terms and conditions of the
website. The issue became salient after Youtube star Logan Paul faced worldwide backlash for uploading a video to the site that showed the body of a man
who had recently committed suicide. A few must-listens are “Silicon Valley is
threatening democracy,” “The future of the audio industry” and “How tech is
changing state politics.”

Former UM baseball player to perform at The Lyric
MADELINE ISENHOWER
STAFF WRITER

s

With his swoon-worthy
voice and piercing blue eyes,
it’s no wonder that country
pop artist Brett Young has
taken the nation by storm.
Young will continue his journey in concert at 8 p.m. tomorrow and again on Saturday night at The Lyric Oxford.
Friday’s show sold out early
and inspired the Lyric to add
the second show on Saturday to accommodate Young’s
local fanbase. Both nights,
the crowd can expect to hear
songs from his self-titled 2017
LP, which includes hits “Like
I Loved You” and “Can’t Sleep
Without You.”
Originally from Orange
County, California, Young
was initially pursuing a career
in professional baseball, playing for the Ole Miss Rebels
at one point in pursuit of his
dream. However, his career
was cut short after an elbow
injury in 2003. After this,
Young began seriously pursuing a career in music, picking

back up the guitar and really
focusing on making a career
out of it.
“I find it really cool that he
lived here in Oxford and got to
experience student life like we
did,” senior art history major
Maia Pimperl said. “It’s great
to be able to attach a name like
Young’s to Ole Miss.”
Pimperl said she often attends concerts at The Lyric,
regardless if she is a fan of the
artists or not; she said she really enjoys the live music atmosphere in general. She said
she is excited to see Young
live and expects it to be a hit
because of his Ole Miss connection.
Young’s website describes
how his career kicked off, gaining the attention of fans with
his “honest lyrics and West
Coast-meets-Southern sound.”
The California native told
The Lyric Oxford that, “Everyone leaves a trail of ‘almosts’
and bittersweet memories behind on the road to ‘the one,’”
when describing his lyrics.
He uses those memories and
experiences to write his lyrics
and create songs that every-

one can relate to.
Senior IMC major Taylor
Oates said she purchased
tickets for the show as soon as
they came out.
“I am really excited to go
see Brett Young,” Oates said.
“I have never been to one of
his concerts and am excited
to see him perform live. I feel
like live music is always better
and can’t wait to see how he
will perform.”
Young’s top songs “In Case
You Didn’t Know” and “Sleep
Without You” won the hearts
of the nation with their relatable lyrics about a love-filled
relationship. The tunes have
an easy-listening sound, despite one being more of a ballad than the other.
Clearly the nation finds his
lyrics relatable, as “In Case
You Didn’t Know” reached
the No. 1 spot on the Country
Airplay Chart, and racked up
more than 93 million listens
on Spotify. “Sleep Without
You” came in at No. 2, while
his other single “Like I Loved
You” also took the No. 1 spot
on the listening charts. He is
currently on his first sold-out

PHOTO COURTESY:
WIKIMEDIACOMMONS.COM

headlining tour, securing Oxford as one of the stops.
For those who want to
hear a former Ole Miss
baseball player sing heart-

felt, relatable songs, this
concert is the one.

SPORTS
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Ole Miss softball makes first trip to Mexico

Spring Student
Memberships Available
662.234.4816 • www.theolemissgolfcourse.com
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Complete the grid so
that every row, column
and 3x3 box contains the
numbers 1 through 9 with
no repeats.
7
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8

3 4

HOW TO PLAY

As charity covers a multitude of sins before God, so does politeness before
men.
-- Chesterfield

4

6 2

38558

Tough Sudoku by KrazyDad, Volume 1, Book 4

Puzzles by KrazyDad

4 1
1 4 5
5
9

SUDOKU©

3
6
2
4

Sudoku #5
1

Crossword puzzle provided by BestCrosswords.com (www.bestcrosswords.com). Used with permission.

breaking the school record for
career base knocks and is entering the Puerto Vallarta College Challenge with 221 hits.
Cox and eight other Rebels
saw the field for the first time
this year just last weekend and
will have the chance to prove
themselves yet again in this
young year.
Upon return from a weekend of warm and sunny Mexico, the Rebels will return to
Oxford and host back-to-back
tournaments – the Red and
Blue Classic and the subsequent Ole Miss Classic – and
hope to keep last season’s momentum rolling in to 2018.

SUDOKU PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY OLE MISS GOLF COURSE

4

49 Floor covering
51 Really bother
52 Smidgen
53 Stiff bristles
55 Anouk of “La Dolce
Vita”
56 Model
57 Geeky guys
58 Asta’s mistress
59 Confess
60 Dole (out)
61 Show to a table
64 Like Brahms’s
Symphony No. 3

5
4
7
3
1
2
8
9

31 Poems, often used
to praise someone or
something
32 Family
33 Vintner’s prefix
34 Disrespectful back
talk
36 Concorde, e.g.
37 That’s ___ haven’t
heard
40 Slippery
43 Broadened
44 Miscalculates
46 lmprovement

3

DOWN
1 Unsaid
2 Mountain spinach
3 Cowboy, at times
4 Highest
5 “The Godfather”
Oscar nominee
6 Intention
7 Boise’s state
8 Twangy, as a voice
9 Come after
10 Comply
11 Roman road
12 ___ yellow ribbon...
13 Stocking shade
21 Lawyers’ org.
23 Ladies of Spain: Abbr.
25 Wagers
27 Dirty look
29 Seemingly forever
30 Dagger

SOLUTION TO 2.14.2018 PUZZLE

Sudoku #8
7 4 2 3
6 1 9 7
3 8 5 9
4 9 3 6
1 2 6 8
5 7 8 2
9 6 4 5
2 3 1 4
5 7 1

61 Walk with long steps
62 Cooking appliance
63 Comedienne Fields
65 From the U.S.
66 Routine
67 Yoga posture
68 Six feet under
69 Thunderstruck
70 Thievery
71 Slippery fish

driver. Drivers carry less than $20. ©2017 Domino’s
IP Holder LLC. Domino’s®, Domino’s Pizza® and the
modular logo are registered trademarks of Domino’s
IP Holder LLC.
38518
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ACROSS
1 Civil wrong
5 The ___ Mutiny
10 Make reference to
14 Buck follower
15 Actor Quinn
16 Ear-related
17 Andy of the comics
18 Compile, accumulate
19 ___-do-well
20 Person with a cool
job?
22 Housewife
24 Pulsate
25 Lively Spanish dance
26 Presidents’ Day event
28 You ___ right!
32 Price tag
35 Aliens, briefly
37 Donny or Marie
38 Pasture
39 Ruhr city
41 Bridal bio word
42 Reply
45 Golf prop
46 Functions
47 Polite refusal
48 Lame movement
50 Stylish
54 One more time
58 George W. Bush, to
George H.W. Bush

participating locations. *Limit: one order of $10 or
more (excludes gratuities) per calendar day can
earn points. For complete details visit dominos.com/
rewards. Any delivery charge is not a tip paid to

lege Challenge with a record
of 2-3, having previously
defeated Middle Tennessee
State and Utah.
To close the weekend, the
Rebels will take on the undefeated Oregon Ducks. Oregon,
which is ranked No. 3 in both
major polls and has already
racked up a 6-0 record, beat
Ole Miss the one time they
played, back in 2011.
This weekend marks the first
time in program history that
Ole Miss softball has travelled
outside of the United States.
This weekend could also be a
record-breaking one for senior
outfielder Elantra Cox. She’s
only three hits away from

5

Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™ is open only
to US residents 13+ with a Pizza Profile™ account
who order online from participating Domino’s®
locations. Point redemption only valid online at

At 2 p.m. on Friday, the
Rebels will face another challenge as they take on the
Houston Cougars. The two
teams have squared off five
times in the past, resulting in
an impressive 4-1 record for
the Cougars. Although the record may be against them, the
Rebels defeated Houston 12-3
last season.
The
tournament
will
conclude on Saturday with a
doubleheader for Ole Miss.
The Rebels will play Rutgers
at 11 a.m. followed by Oregon
at 8 p.m.
Rutgers, which has never
played Ole Miss before, enters the Puerto Vallarta Col-

5 3 2
3 4 5
9 6 8
1 2 4
2 9 1
8 5 7
7 8 3
6 7 9
4 1 6

Join Domino’s Piece of the Pie Rewards™
Loyalty Program and Earn a FREE PIZZA For
Each Six $10 or More Qualifying Online Orders.

Ole Miss softball players cheer on their teammate at the plate in a game last season. The Rebels travel to Puerto Vallarta
this weekend for the second tournament of their season.

Sudoku #7
4 1 7 8 6
6 8 9 7 2
5 2 3 4 1
7 9 5 6 3
8 4 6 5 7
1 3 2 9 4
9 6 4 1 5
3 5 1 2 8
3 9

CROSSWORD PUZZLE BROUGHT TO YOU BY DOMINO’S

FILE PHOTO: CAMERON BROOKS
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The Ole Miss women’s softball team will venture outside
the United States to Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico, this weekend to take on some new competition in the team’s second
tournament of the season.
The Rebels, who are ranked
in both national polls, currently sit at No. 15 in the USA Today/NFCA Coaches Poll and
at No. 18 in the USA Softball
Poll. Ole Miss will face four
teams in the Puerto Vallarta
College Challenge: the University of Texas Longhorns, the
University of Houston Cougars, the Rutgers University
Scarlet Knights and the University of Oregon Ducks.
After
returning
home
from last weekend’s rainshortened
Sand
Dollar

7

STAFF WRITER

Classic in Gulf Shores,
Alabama, with a 3-1 record,
the Rebels are looking to
dominate on the field against
non-conference opponents.
The Rebels have faced most
of these teams before and, historically, have recorded more
losses than wins against them.
Head coach Mike Smith led
the Rebels to a win over Houston last season but has yet to
discover how his team will
fare against Texas, Rutgers or
Oregon, so this weekend will
truly put Smith’s coaching to
the test.
The Longhorns, who are
2-2 so far this season, will
be the weekend’s first obstacle for the Rebels. Texas has
defeated Ole Miss the only
two times they’ve met, but
the Rebels have the chance
to change the tide when they
face off against the Longhorns at 8 p.m. on Thursday.

2

MAGGIE CROUCH

W
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Women’s basketball ready to travel to the Bayou
EMILY BARNHOUSE
STAFF WRITER

Ole
Miss
women’s
basketball hits the road
for another tough match
against LSU in the Bayou in
a game that tips off at 7 p.m.
this evening and will be
featured on SEC Network.
Having won nine of its last
10 meetings with Ole Miss,
LSU leads the overall series
15-9 when playing in Baton
Rouge – a clear indicator
of the Tigers’ home-court
advantage over the Rebels.
Although the Rebels lost
a tough game against Alabama on Sunday, they are
looking to battle back with a
win in front of grueling LSU
fans tonight.
This season Ole Miss has
seen a lot of success from
behind the arc. Despite losSing the matchup, the Rebels
were able to sink 15 threes
against the Crimson Tide –
a number that ties both their
season high and the record
for third-most in the history of the program. In three
of the past four games, Ole
Miss has sunk at least eight
threes and is currently sixth
in the conference in 3-point
shots made per game, averaging 6.7. Making these
shots will be crucial if the
Rebels hope to jump out to
a solid start against the Tigers by scoring more points
in the first half than in their
previous meetings.
Not only have the Rebels been prominent from

behind the arc – they have
also been aggressive in shot
blocking. Freshman Promise Taylor, who was named
SEC Freshman of the Week
for the third time this season on Jan. 23, has been
showcasing her promise at
center all year. This season,
the team has blocked 123
shots; Taylor has blocked
71 of them, averaging 2.84
blocks per game. It is safe to
say that Taylor’s defensive
presence will be vital to win
the game in Baton Rouge.
With the Rebels averaging
4.9 blocks per game, they
are on their way to having
142 blocks by the end of the
season. This could be a record-breaking year, for the
Rebels are already nearing
the standing single-season
record of 129 blocks, which
was set during the 1982-83
season. Taylor is not only
the team’s top shot blocker
– she also has the highest
shooting percentage among
SEC freshmen, at .601.
For Ole Miss to leave this
game victorious, head coach
Matt Insell’s team will need
to tear up the court during
the first half, which has
been essential for success so
far this season. The Rebels
have gone 10-3 with a half
time lead but have fallen
short in the second half on
multiple occasions.
This season, the Rebels have
utilized 10 different starting
lineups which have featured
10 of Ole Miss’ 11 players.
Freshman Taylor, and juniors

FILE PHOTO: BILLY SCHUERMAN

Alissa Alston and Madinah
Muhammad are meshing
well, and each seems poised
to receive postseason honors.
However, these three will have
to focus their efforts to beat

the Tigers and come out on
top in a hostile LSU territory,
which is doable if the Rebels
play to their full potential.

CLASSIFIEDS
INFORMATION
The DEADLINE to place, correct
or cancel an ad is 12 p.m. one
business day in advance. The Daily
Mississippian is published Monday
through Friday.
Classified ads must be prepaid.
All major credit cards accepted.
No refunds on classified ads once
published.

Ole Miss Soccer has openings for manager positions
Applicants must be a full-time student and
have a knowledge of the game.

The DM reserves the right to refuse
ads that appear to offer unrealistic or
questionable products or services.

Responsibilities include: practice setup and
breakdown, video editing, laundry, and
providing daily assistance to coaching staff.

To place your ad in The Daily
Mississippian Classifieds
section, visit: http://www.
thedmonline.com/classifieds.

34246

APARTMENT FOR RENT

If interested please send information to soccer@olemiss.edu

BETWEEN SQUARE AND CAMPUS
403 S. 5th. 2 spacious bedroom. 1
bath. $1010 month (662) 832-0117
LARGE 2 BEDROOM/2.5 BATH
townhouse with W/ D, water, and cable included. No pets. 1 year lease.
Quiet atmosphere. Deposit required.
Call (662) 234-0000

HOUSE FOR RENT

eoe M/F/V

34255

+

34210

=

3 BEDROOM 3 BATH ALL APPLIANCES INCLUDED $900.00 DEPOSIT/$900.00/ MO TIMBER LAKES
(662) 473-2885 (662) 473-2114

Start Your
Morning Right
Oxford’s Morning Newspaper
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Depth in the field, on the mound leads 2018 Rebels
GRAYSON WEIR
SPORTS EDITOR

After nine long months,
Ole Miss baseball returns
to the diamond for its first
regular-season series of
2018 on Friday afternoon,
hosting the Eagles of
Winthrop University.
Coming off a middle-ofthe-pack season last spring,
head coach Mike Bianco is
excited to see how his young
roster plays with another
offseason under its belt.
“The
freshmen
that
stepped onto the field for
the first time had great
first years, guys like Will
Ethridge, Ryan Rolison and
Houston Roth, who garnered Freshman All-American Honors and had great
freshmen campaigns,” he
said. “Some of those freshmen didn’t play as well, but
the good news for us was
that they were out there a
lot, and they gained a lot of
experience at times.”
Bianco
released
the
starting rotation Tuesday,
revealing highly touted
draft prospect Ryan Rolison
as Friday’s starter on the
mound, followed by Brady
Fiegl and James McArthur
on Saturday and Sunday,
respectively. Though it’s
typically an easy decision
to name the three opening
weekend
arms,
Bianco

found this year to be a
battle to the end for the
final spots.
“A lot of times it’s not as
difficult. You return maybe
an ace or some other guys,
but when I look at our rotation people forget last year
we had three Freshman
All-Americans,” he said.
“We have a lot of depth and
a lot of talent, and along
with the guys that I’ve mentioned, guys like Houston
Roth, Greer Holston and
Will Ethridge are looking
for one of those spots as
weekend starters, but as
we start the first weekend,
those guys will find themselves in the bullpen.”
Alongside the rocket-armed
potential starting pitchers,
the remainder of the bullpen
provides depth and security.
One of those key returners who
will be phoned-in throughout
the year is Dallas Woolfolk.
Woolfolk will anchor the
pitching rotation as the season’s
closer. Over the summer,
the
6-foot-3,
240-pound
right-hander represented the
country on the USA Baseball
Collegiate National Team in
the same role.
“To wear that ‘USA’ across
your chest and represent the
best that our country has to
offer for amateur baseball
players, Dallas, I think, is
tested not only in our league
but internationally, and I’m
excited to have him back

FILE PHOTO: MARLEE CRAWFORD

Chase Cockrell catches a pass at first base to try to get an opponent out last season against Eastern Carolina. Ole Miss
opens this season against Winthrop on Friday.
there,” Bianco said.
As Friday afternoon rolls
around, there is no denying
the Rebels’ depth both in
the field and on the mound.
Losing just Colby Bortles
and Tate Blackman in the
field, the Rebels return
seven of their starting nine
from last season, which is a
stark contrast to the beginning of the 2017 season.

talent will bring to the
opening series against a
Winthrop program that is
not to be taken lightly.
“An experienced staff and
experienced position players
usually makes for a pretty
good team,” he laughed.

“And when you look at the
pitching staff, they really
did pitch it pretty well
last year. I think we were
ranked fourth in the SEC in
ERA, and we return seven
of the nine best earned run
averages from last year,”
Bianco said.
Overall,
the
18-year
skipper is excited about
what this abundance of

Applications available for Student Media
Center leadership positions for 2018-2019
• Daily Mississippian
Editor-in-Chief

• NewsWatch Ole Miss
Manager
• Rebel Radio manager

Backbone: 1 3/4” Liner: .13/16”

__ Rough Draft or __Use As Is

1 3/4 inch
Backbone
Liner
13/16”

Pick up an application at the Student
Media Center, 201 Bishop Hall, during
business hours, 8-5, M-F. Previous Student
Media experience required. These are paid
positions that require a minimum 2.5 GPA,
and full-time student status.
APPLICATION DEADLINE: FRIDAY, FEB. 23

Plant Name: Topeka
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• The Ole Miss yearbook
Editor-in-Chief

JOB: 2-14458-17-16 School Name: Ole Miss

